[Comparison of the course of oxygen saturation and transcutaneous oxygen pressure in nonspecific inhalative provocation].
In the case of the unspecific inhalative provocative test, a drop in arterial oxygen pressure often occurs, and can be recorded continuously, with the aid of transcutaneous measurements. In 39 patients, the course of oxygen pressure measured transcutaneously (tcpO2) was compared with the continuous measurement of oxygen saturation (SaO2) employing pulse oximetry. A close correlation was found to exist between maximum tcpO2 and maximum SaO2 decrease. The continuous measurement of oxygen saturation is thus also suitable for the monitoring of the course and for assessing an unspecific inhalative provocation; owing to the course of the oxygen-binding curve, however, the changes are only slight. A positive reaction may be suspected when the oxygen saturation decreases at least 3 per cent.